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Abstract
We studied the effects of a splenectomy in combination with immunotherapy on the survival
of patients who had undergone a total gastrectomy. It was found that a splenectomy was not
effective against advanced gastric cancer at stage III, and that the spleen should be retained for
immunotherapy. Splenectomy for gastric cancer at terminal stage IV, particularly in combination
with immunotherapy, produced not only augmentation of cellular immunity, but also increased
survival.
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